
Pallaton Raphno®

THE SUCCESS OF SCIENCE

This hybrid has brought a number of impressive agronomic attributes into one cultivar. 

These include high forage yield from multiple grazing's, drought tolerance, clubroot 

tolerance and improved insect tolerance to a range of key insects.

After two years of limited sales  

Pallaton Raphno® had its full 

commercial release in 2018.

The first new forage brassica  

species New Zealand farming has 

seen since the 1980s. Developed 

by PGG Wrightson Seeds under the 

Forage Innovations joint venture with 

Plant and Food Research, Pallaton 

Raphno® is a raphanobrassica, a 

hybrid between Brassica oleracea 

(kale) and Raphanus sativa (radish).
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Performance: Agronomic trials

FEED QUALITY AVERAGES

Average and range from 60 feed 

samples analysed by Hill Laboratories. 
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HIGH YIELDING

14% increased yield advantage relative to Goliath® forage rape in a  

multi-graze system (total cumulative yield from repeat harvests).
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CLUBROOT TOLERANCE

Pallaton Raphno® has a high tolerance to 

clubroot. In vitro inoculation pot trials and field 

trials to date have shown strong tolerance to 

Pukekohe, Hawke’s Bay and Southland strains 

of clubroot.

Forage rape (left) and Pallaton (right) under clubroot pressure.

FLEXIBILITY

Graze Pallaton as early as 50 

days after emergence (DAE), to 

maximise crop utilisation and 

regrowth potential. It can be 

deferred up to 120 DAE, however 

utilisation and regrowth potential 

will be reduced. Pallaton does 

not have a specific maturity 

requirement. 
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Performance: Agronomic trials

PERSISTENCE UNDER 

MULTIPLE GRAZINGS

Pallaton has excellent regrowth potential 

and has the ability to persist for 4-5 

grazings over a 12 month period.

Post grazing (left) and 15 days after rain (right).

GRAZING PALATABILITY

Pallaton has shown increased 

palatability relative to forage rape and 

leafy turnip brassicas.

Lambs preferentially grazed Pallaton over the forage 

rape in Central Hawke’s Bay. There was no fence between 

the strips of cultivars.

APHID TOLERANCE

32% increase in Aphid tolerance 

relative to forage rape. Pallaton also 

has a higher level of tolerance to White 

Butterfly and Diamondback Moth.

Forage rape (left) and Pallaton (right) under aphid 

pressure. Both plants have had identical treatment and 

are in side-by-side plots.

FURTHER INFO: More info on Pallaton Raphno® can be found in the Pallaton Raphno® Guide.

DROUGHT TOLERANCE

38% increase in water use efficiency 

(WUE) relative to Goliath® forage rape.

Pallaton plots (dark green) amongst forage rape varieties 

in dryland North Canterbury.
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For more information, contact your local seed retailer, go to 

www.pggwrightsonseeds.com or freephone 0800 805 505

3. STRIP  
GRAZING

If it is not practical to utilise a rotation, 

instead of shifting at regular intervals 

animals can stay on the crop for a fixed 

period of time - i.e. 40 days.

Take a yield assessment prior to grazing 

to work out a stocking rate that will 

calculate the right number of animals 

for the required time.

2. SET  
STOCKING

*Growth rates will vary depending on climatic conditions 

Take advantage of Pallaton’s regrowth 

ability by setting up a rotation - this 

is the best way to achieve the highest 

number of grazings over a season.

Divide the total area of crop into blocks 

(i.e. 4 blocks) and use a rotation length 

of 28 - 40 days, depending on your area 

and climatic conditions*.

1. ROTATIONAL  
GRAZING

Grazing management
GRAZING SYSTEM

TIPS FOR TOP GRAZING 

MANAGEMENT

• If you don’t have lambs on hand when 

Pallaton is ready to graze, consider 

another stock class such as ewes. Ewes 

will help 'open up' the crop which can 

be very beneficial for introducing lambs 

to the crop afterwards. 

• Stocking rate is very important to 

get right. Understocking will result in 

poorer utilisation and risk of losing 

quality, while overstocking may see you 

run short of feed.

• If you can’t go early, not all is lost. It 

may mean you can carry a higher yield 

forward to a period when you require it. 

However, adjust your expectations and 

understand your regrowth potential, 

crop utilisation and/or crop feed quality 

may be compromised.

Strip graze and back fence  
for regrowth
If using a strip grazing method and 

repeat grazings are required, back 

fencing grazed areas and managing 

good residuals is critical to protecting 

re-growing plants due to the risk of 

treading damage and over grazing.

Strip graze and no back fence 
at end of crop
Strip grazing can be used with no back 

fencing for the final grazing of Pallaton, 

for example a winter grazing with cattle, 

when regrowth potential is not required.

SUMMER GRAZING INDICATOR

To optimise the multi-graze capabilities of 

Pallaton Raphno®, we recommend using 

the Summer Grazing Indicator to help with 

grazing management decisions.

Plant, wait and watch
Identify a position for your Pallaton 

cone in an average area of paddock. 

Think about what stock classes you 

have available.

1

Note: It must be at least 42 days since planting 

before grazing can commence.

Graze!
Once Pallaton reaches the reflective 

strip on the cone get in and graze.
2

You are missing out
Once Pallaton exceeds the height of 

the cone feed quality and regrowth 

potential will begin to decline.

3

WARNING

Leaving Pallaton to grow past 

optimal grazing height and/or not 

grazing down to optimal grazing 

residuals SIGNIFICANTLY reduces:

• Quality (lower MJME/kgDM 

and crude protein; higher NDF)

• Regrowth potential

• Potential number of grazings


